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9.0 SPECIFIC STANDARDS AND CRITERIA 

Ropewalk Buildtng (exterior and interior) 
155 Chelsea Street, Charlestown 

A. GENERAL

The intent of these standards is to preserve the stylistic integrity and the 
historic character of this unique building. Because of its rarity & its 
consistent use & minimal alterations throughout its history, the
general approach is to allow no change to those elements which are
essential to the style & historic character, & to encourage or control change to 

other elements to enhance the appearance of the building. If Historic American 
Building Survey documentation (or similar level) is
completed and the findings suggest other historic treatments, approvals could 
be based on those findings.

B. EXTERIOR WALLS

1. Additions will be not permitted to the volume of the building.

2. Alterations of existing openings may be allowed after review by the 
Commission.

3. New openings may be allowed in the granite elevations after review by the 
Commission.

4. Original openings which have been bricked in or otherwise closed
may be reopened.

5. Painting of the granite will not be allowed. Coatings for
waterproofing and material consolidants are strongly discouraged.

6. The granite and brick may be cleaned using the gentlest method
possible; the method of cleaning must be approved by the staff
architect. Sandblasting is not allowed.

7. Repairs to cracked granite elements. (especially to the architrave 
surrounding the doorway on the south side of the Head House) are
encouraged. Materials used for repair or replacement must match
the original and be approved by the staff architect following
on-site review.

8. Removal of the loading bay from the east end of the Head House is 
encouraged.

9. The later, non-original brick ·additions to the north side of the
building may be removed.

10. Galvanized siding on the western ends of the second and third
sections of the building may be removed, preferably if the original 
granite remains behind the siding.

11. The bridge to the Tarring House should be retained if possible and 
restored.

12. Exposed conduits will not be permitted on the exterior granite
walls. All utility connections should be installed below grade (or as 
minimally visible as possible).
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10. All surviving shutter hardware should be retained. Metal shutters
to match the original (based upon historic photographic and
engraved views) may be installed. Restoration of the metal
shutters over the three portals on the facade of the headhouse is
encouraged.

11. Repainting of window frames and doors will be carried out with
historicallv appropriate colors based on a paint seriation study.

12. Canopies or awnings, since they are not original to the building
and disturb its ordered composition, are not allowed.

13. Restoration of any existing areaway openings may be allowed.

14. Installation of security grills in the northern elevations may be
considered.

E. INTERIOR

1. These interior standards & criteria apply only to the ground floor of the 
Ropewalk. See E.7 for standard & criteria for head house
rooms�

2. Permanently attached railway material will not be removed or
permanently obstructed.

3. Replacement materials, if necessary, should match the original in
size, composition, scale, and shape. Repainting should be based on paint 
seriation studies.

4. New finishes or materials (such as drywall, tile, dropped ceilings, etc.) 
applied to the walls, exposed structural members, ceilings, and floors 
may be allowed.

5. The large open interior space of the ground floor of the walk must not be 
permanently partitioned. Temporary removable partitions may be allowed, 
although retention of the walk or a majority portion of it, is strongly 
encouraged.

6. The ropemaking equipment that remains must remain in situ: later
examples of equipment similar to that which was removed may be
reinstalled. An interpretive plan, such as that envisioned by the 
National Park Service, for ropemaking, should guide such
installation.

7. Changes to the volumes and arrangements of the head house rooms
maybe approved and changes in finishes to these rooms may be
approved after review by the Commission.
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